Facilitating a Discussion /{g#sT & (T

An effective discussion can promote critical thinking skills and the articulation of
ideas. While running a discussion may on the surface seem a rather easy task,
in actuality it requires skill. It is your job to insure that all positions are given a
fair hearing, that participants share the floor, and that the discussion itself does
not run off track. You also need to try to push the thinking into unexplored
territory while keeping in mind that your job is to facilitate and direct without
taking over. Does it sound like 'facilitate' is the wrong verb? Here are some tips:
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--Spell out early on how you would like to see discussions take place and the
procedures by which your discussion will function. This can easily be done on
the first day. Or, have students construct a list of things that make a good
discussion and use them as guidelines for your discussions. Refer students to
the syllabus where it explains their rights and responsibilities in the classroom.
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--Carefully read the material to be covered in the discussion so that you can be
a resource on the facts.

—/Translation

et T R BB AR E S L - EIREZ SR AE R A &R

--Arrange the seating so it is conducive to a discussion. The typical seating
arrangement of several rows facing the front of the room does not allow
students to see the important nonverbal language of their peers. It is
recommended that the students sit in a semi-circle, circle or other pattern that
allows them to see each others' faces.
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--Prepare an opening question or idea to get the discussion rolling.

JTranslation
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--When asking the students questions, be patient and wait for the answer.
Sometimes students need time to process the question. It might seem a little
uncomfortable to have that silent period, but don't make the mistake of
answering all of your own questions just because the silence makes you
nervous. If your students really don't know the answer, you can ask questions
that will lead them to the answer.
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--Remember that as the facilitator, you should not speak too much. You are
there to get the discussion going, guide it throughout, and then wrap it up
properly and in a timely manner.

—/Translation
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--Manage the topic: Mediate arguments, negotiate for fair representation of
opposing positions, clarify factual information, and push the students to move
beyond the simple or obvious.
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--Manage student participation: Create a classroom community so that
everyone feels comfortable expressing their ideas, set rules of respect, regulate
the participation so that no single student dominates the discussion.

—/Translation
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--If some students seem to be shy about expressing themselves in the
classroom (or if you just want to try different methods of discussion), find
activities that will help them to feel more comfortable about speaking their
opinions.
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